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[bookmark: _heading=h.pmj77quwyy6j]Introduction

INDance is Sydney Dance Company's annual program for independent contemporary dance, dedicated to championing outstanding choreographic voices and connecting artists with audiences, industry peers and presenters.

Now entering its sixth year, INDance has become a significant part of Australia's independent dance ecology, providing artists with the opportunity to present ambitious contemporary dance works within one of the country's leading dance organisations.

Presented in the Neilson Studio at Sydney Dance Company, INDance offers a professionally supported season that enables artists to focus on their creative work while benefiting from the infrastructure, expertise and audience reach of Sydney Dance Company.

INDance celebrates artistic risk, choreographic innovation and diverse perspectives. The program supports artists at different stages of their careers and seeks to strengthen pathways for contemporary dance practice in Australia.

[bookmark: _heading=h.67zg6vlnktpn]What INDance Provides

Each selected artist or company will receive:
· A fully supported presentation season in the Neilson Studio at Sydney Dance Company
· Access to Sydney Dance Company's technical, production and venue operations teams
· Ticketing, box office and front of house services
· Marketing and audience development support
· Inclusion in the INDance marketing campaign
· Producing support from Sydney Dance Company's Producing team
· Access to rehearsal and technical periods within the venue during production week
· Presentation Fees (details provided during contracting)
· Industry engagement opportunities
· Access to Sydney Dance Company's artistic and professional networks

[bookmark: _heading=h.sw6ydxv6yl4x]Who Should Apply

INDance is open to Australian independent dance artists, choreographers, collectives and companies who:
· Have a demonstrated contemporary dance practice
· Are seeking to present an existing contemporary dance work
· Have a clear artistic vision and strong choreographic practice
· Can demonstrate the artistic and logistical viability of their proposal
· Have a work ready to present in a professional performance environment
· Are committed to engaging audiences and contributing to the wider dance sector

We encourage applications from:
· Emerging, mid-career and established artists
· First Nations artists and companies
· Artists from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds
· Deaf and Disabled artists
· LGBTQIA+ artists
· Regional and remote artists
· Independent artists working across contemporary dance and interdisciplinary practice

[bookmark: _heading=h.s7yr61ydqyin]Who Is Eligible

Applicants must:
· Be Australian citizens or permanent residents
· Be the lead artist, choreographer, producer or authorised representative of the proposed work
· Hold all relevant rights and permissions required to present the work
· Be available for all required planning, production and presentation periods

Works may be:
· Existing works ONLY
· Interdisciplinary contemporary performance works where dance or movement is a primary artistic driver

Works created solely for screen or need to be presented outside of a conventional theatre setting are not eligible.

[bookmark: _heading=h.22nbyywxqaa0]Program Format

INDance presents a curated season of contemporary dance works annually in the Neilson Studio at Sydney Dance Company.

Four (4) works will be selected and perform 4 performances, including a 2-show day each week. Selected works will each share the venue with one other production. 

The 2027 season will take place between 11 – 20 March 2027.

[bookmark: _heading=h.cffctslm6h1b]Expression of Interest Process

Applications must be submitted via the online EOI form.

Applicants will be asked to provide:
Written Materials
· Production description
· Adaptability statement
· Lead artist biography
· Creative team information
· Presentation history
Support Material
· Video documentation
· Production photography
· Reviews, testimonials or audience feedback
Production Information
· Technical requirements
· Venue and staging requirements

Applications will open on 13 July 2026 and close 7 August 2026.

Selection Criteria

Applications will be assessed against the following criteria:

Artistic Merit
· Strength and originality of the artistic vision
· Choreographic quality and innovation
· Artistic ambition and excellence
Impact
· Potential impact on audiences
· Relevance and contribution to contemporary dance practice
· Potential contribution to the broader cultural conversation
Viability
· Realistic and achievable production requirements
· Capacity of the artist/team to deliver the project
· Suitability for presentation within the Neilson Studio
Strategic Fit
· Alignment with the aims and values of INDance
· Contribution to a diverse and balanced program
· Potential benefit to the artist's career development

SELECTION PANEL
Applications will be assessed by a panel convened by Sydney Dance Company.

The panel will include:
· Sydney Dance Company Artistic Leadership
· Sydney Dance Company Producing representatives
· Independent dance artists and arts professionals
· Additional industry specialists as required
[bookmark: _heading=h.ep5a6bl998du]The panel seeks to ensure a diversity of artistic perspectives are represented throughout the assessment process.

[bookmark: _heading=h.g0v31pzcqwjw]Key Dates

· EOIs Open: Monday 13 July 2026
· Applicant information session: Tuesday 28 July
· EOIs Close: Friday 7 August
· Panel Decisions: Late-September
· Artist Notification & Contracting: Mid-September
· INDance Dates: 11 – 20 March 2027

[bookmark: _heading=h.ma621h9b7icj]Information Sessions

Tuesday 28 July 2026
2pm AEDST (ACT, NSW, VIC, QLD, TAS)
1:30pm ACDT / ACST (NT, SA)
11am AWST (WA)

Register Here

[bookmark: _heading=h.pfb8ptae5ls3]Application Terms & Conditions 

· All work MUST have had a professional public presentation by the EOI closing date of 14 August 2026
· All works must be a minimum of 35 minutes in duration
· All works must be able to perform a two (2) show day.
· The Lead Artist / Choreographer must be an Australian Citizen or permanent resident; creative teams and performers can be made up of Australian and international artists with the right to work in Australia. 
· This opportunity is for professional dancers or choreographers with an established practice working within dance 
· Each EOI must be submitted by an individual contact person who may represent groups or collectives
· Only one (1) Expression of Interest may be submitted per lead artist, choreographer, collective, or company. Multiple applications will not be accepted.
· Works should be the original creation of the lead artist / Choreographer and their creative team
· All works must be suitable and adaptable to be performed live in Neilson Studio at Sydney Dance Company. All applicants to familiarise themselves with the equipment and technical specifications of this venue prior to submitting an EOI (please see venue technical specifications)
· All works must be able to safely present two performances in one day, including consideration of performer stamina and technical requirements.
· All works must comply with modifications requested by Sydney Dance Company to create a sustainable presentation.
· All creative teams and performers must be available for the full INDance season dates. (please see key dates)
· While film, video, animation and new technologies may be elements within the live work, choreographic works created solely for the screen are ineligible
· All works must be achievable within the limits of the INDance budget
· All Artist must supply original production elements including but not limited to, costumes, music and set materials
· “Presenter to Supply” production elements are not permitted in your technical specifications
· All works submitted must have full detailed technical specifications including Lighting and sound plans and show files from the original production in QLab.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.esfw33wl1bx8]The Lead Artists / Choreographer must have all appropriate permissions, licenses and rights in place prior to submitting an application to perform this work, if successful, Sydney Dance Company will seek evidence of these items.

Production Schedule

	Week 1 – Production Week 1

	Monday
	Pre-rig Production A & B

	Tuesday
	Production A Bump in Venue I Tech I Plot & Dress Run
Production B rehearsal

	Wednesday
	Production B Bump in Venue I Tech I Plot & Dress Run
Production A rehearsal

	Thursday
	Production A & B Dress Run full show with changeover
Opening night performance #1

	Friday
	Production A & B Performance #2

	Saturday
	Production A & B Matinee performance #3
Production A & B Closing performance #4



	Week 2 – Production Week 2

	Monday
	Pre-rig Production C & D

	Tuesday
	Production C Bump in Venue I Tech I Plot & Dress Run
Production D rehearsal

	Wednesday
	Production D Bump in Venue I Tech I Plot & Dress Run
Production C rehearsal

	Thursday
	Production C & D Dress Run full show with changeover
Opening night performance #1

	Friday
	Production C & D Performance #2

	Saturday
	Production C & D Matinee performance #3
Production C & D Closing performance #4



[bookmark: _heading=h.idttarvo67fr]Technical Terms & Conditions

Sydney Dance Company reserve the right to require reasonable modification to the production elements or content of a selected work. These changes must be implemented within a reasonable timeframe. Reasons for change include but are not limited to; safety or risk; impracticality; adaptability for the venue and format of presentation with quick changeover etc.

There should not be any significant changes to the technical requirements of the work, from the date your EOI is submitted onwards i.e. lighting and sound cues, props, set and costume designs should remain consistent.

Artists must submit requested paperwork in detail to Sydney Dance Company on or before the requested due date. This includes but not limited to:

· Technical Rider (including full equipment list)
· Cue lists (Audio, Video, Lighting)
· Music licensing 
· Risk Assessment
· Audio/Video files in cueing order and in requested format
· Any audience warnings that must accompany the work

Any significant changes, additions, or requests to the submitted technical requirements of a work after the stated submission dates may not be accepted.

EQUIPMENT
Any equipment required that is not comparable in both type and/or quantity offered by the venue must be provided by the Artist (with the approval of Sydney Dance Company). This includes all design elements as well as any additional specific technical equipment.
 
All design and technical elements and equipment used in the performance of the work are subject to the approval by Sydney Dance Company. This includes but is not limited to all electrical equipment, large set items, items requiring rigging, use of potentially hazardous elements such as fire, smoke, liquids, heavy or hazardous objects.

All electrical equipment must be tested and tagged and deemed safe to use in the venue by SDC Production Manager. 

LIGHTING
All selected works will have access to the same fixed general lighting rig, which once agreed to and installed, cannot be moved or refocused. 
 
Selected works may request specialty lighting fixtures/special effects that are to be used exclusively for their work subject to budget and availability.

SOUND
Standard fixed PA set-up will be provided to in the venue, please refer to the venue technical specifications

Microphones, additional speakers, subs and other miscellaneous audio equipment may be available on request subject to budget and availability. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.mio2f9lubv64]AUDIO VISUAL
Projectors and other Audio-Visual equipment may be available on request subject to budget and availability.
[bookmark: _heading=h.r33uvhoa0hlt]
[bookmark: _heading=h.sv8g4ft5lj62]STAGING
Flooring
Sydney Dance Company will consult with selected artists to determine whether the Tarkett is black or white. It is vital that all works can be performed on both colours. 

Other Staging Elements
Additional Drapes or a Cyclorama may be available on request; Sydney Dance Company will consult with selected artists to determine whether they are available and within budget. It is vital that all works can be adapted to be performed without these elements if required. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.y5prglvg8mrg]Venue Technical Specifications

Neilson Studio at Sydney Dance Company, Sydney
Click Here for Tech Specs

[bookmark: _heading=h.bx538tcv0hvn]Frequently Asked Questions 

Does the work have to be existing, or can it be a premiere?
This opportunity is only open to works that have premiered prior to the EOI closing date. INDance is NOT a commission, development or re-development opportunity.

Does my work need to be a new work (i.e made in the last 5 years)?
No. We are very interested in working with lead artists / choreographers who want to submit a work that they would consider their “Greatest Hit” or a stand-out work that should have had more of a life and want to revisit and re-contextualise that work for 2027.

If your work is 5, 10, 15 or 20 years old we encourage you to submit an EOI. Please contact the INDance producer if you want to discuss your application.

What is the format of INDance?
Two works will be presented each week, and you will share time in the venue with another artist/work during the production week, i.e a 6.30pm show and an 8pm show

Is there a minimum length that the show needs to be?
Yes, we require each work to be a stand-alone full-length piece, with a minimum duration of no less than 35 minutes.

If your work is shorter than this it will not be considered in the selection process.

Do I need to be an Australian Citizen or a permanent resident to be considered?
Yes.

Who is eligible to apply for INDance?
INDance is open to independent Australian dance artists, collectives or companies.

Artists from anywhere in Australia are welcome to apply.

Does INDance provide dancers for my work?
No. This is an opportunity for the independent dance sector and does not involve Sydney Dance Company providing dancers. You will nominate your own performers for the season.

Do my dancers and key creative team need to be confirmed at the time I submit an EOI?
If you have any non-replaceable key creatives or performers, they must be confirmed prior to submitting your EOI. 

It is advisable that your key creative team be made aware that you as lead artist / choreographer are intending to submit an EOI to ensure viability of presenting your work should your application be successful, but not mandatory to have definite confirmation at the time of submission.

Does INDance provide a crew?
Yes, each production is supported by the INDance Producer based at Sydney Dance Company, you will also be supported by Sydney Dance Company’s technical director in the lead up to presentation, a dedicated production manager, LX operator, Sound operator and venue technicians & crew appropriate to facilitate the seasons.

How does it work financially?
INDance is a presentation opportunity and is not a development residency or commission. 

The works selected will receive a presentation fee paid to the lead creative / Choreographer to present the work. All artist/performer fees should be managed by the lead artist / Choreographer or producer who submitted the work.

Who promotes my show and sells tickets?
Sydney Dance Company is primarily responsible for promoting all four works presented as part of the season. Promotion will include website listings, e-news, press interviews, and social media. Lead artists are expected to reasonably support this activity through the provision of content and engagement with the campaign. Sydney Dance Company is responsible for selling all tickets and retains 100% of box office income.

Will INDance support production elements or costumes?
No, each production is responsible for supplying and maintaining all set pros and costume elements.

Will my work need to be adaptable for the Neilson Studio?
Yes.

There are some constraints to presenting in the Neilson Studio, and not all elements of your production may be achievable. If your work is selected, you may be asked to modify your work to suit the venue. This may include but is not limited to, performing a different colour Tarkett, removing certain technical elements for the show or modifying the content to suit the venue.

My work premiered but is under the minimum length, however is currently in development to be a full-length work, Can I apply?
If your work has NOT premiered as a full-length piece by the closing date of the EOI, your work is not eligible for INDance.

What is the seating configuration?
The Neilson Studio uses an end-on seating configuration. If your work was originally staged in a different format (for example, in-the-round), it may need to be adapted to this layout.

[bookmark: _heading=h.bnzuyzjehh0z]Contact 
For all enquiries:
Michael Sieders
INDance Producer 
michaels@sydneydancecompany.com

[bookmark: _heading=h.pxzuxa2u9bro]Acknowledgment
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