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UP CLOSE: SOMOS 
 
1 – 12 November 
 
Neilson Studio at Sydney Dance 
Company 
 
 

Sydney Dance Company presents Up Close: Somos – a world 
premiere season with a distinct Spanish flavour, held in the 

Neilson Studio at the Walsh Bay Arts Precinct. 
 
Sydney Dance Company’s inaugural Up Close series presents Somos – a world 
premiere by Artistic Director Rafael Bonachela. Somos, meaning “we are” in 
Spanish, features a cascade of powerful and intimate solos, duos and trios that 
speak to Rafael’s Spanish roots, with music by iconic Latin musicians such as 
Rosalía, Silvia Pérez Cruz, Buika, Arca, Chavela Vargas, Estrella Morente. 
 
With set and costume design by Kelsey Lee and lighting design by Damien Cooper, 
Up Close: Somos will be held in the round, providing audiences with an unparalleled 
connection to Sydney Dance Company’s masterful ensemble, as their formidable 
artistry and breathtaking physicality is experienced closer than ever before. 
 
In keeping with the Spanish feel, Sydney Dance Company’s café space will be 
transformed into Bar Boca, a lively tapas bar for pre and post show meals and 
drinks, complete with live music on Friday and Saturday nights. 
 
Sydney Dance Company’s Artistic Director Rafael Bonachela said; “Somos is 
possibly my most intensely personal work yet. This is the very first time in my career 
that I have returned to my Spanish roots, digging deep and exploring how my home 
country has helped to shape me as an artist and as a person, honouring my family 
and the traditions of my place of birth”  
 
SOMOS IMAGES CAN BE FOUND HERE  
 
SOMOS SPOTIFY PLAYLIST CAN BE FOUND HERE 
 
ABOUT SYDNEY DANCE COMPANY 
Sydney Dance Company is Australia’s leading contemporary dance company, 
presenting new works in Sydney, around Australia and internationally, under the 
Artistic Direction of Rafael Bonachela. Since 1985 the Company has been resident in 
purpose-built and recently refurbished studios at Wharf 4/5 in Sydney’s Walsh Bay 
Arts Precinct. Its studios house the largest public in-studio and online dance class 
program in Australia, attracting nearly 100,000 attendances each year. A legendary 
force in contemporary dance in Australia, Sydney Dance Company celebrated its 
50th year in 2019.  
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/th02ijuzlbz2prvcwdk25/h?rlkey=adtzy3mtju83baf6zz9dw3sfp&dl=0
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1P5WqJQTCiZaT1u55hhboV?si=c847b2b83f0a49b8&nd=1&dlsi=656ffed7181b4d1c


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEDIA CONTACT:  
For further information or to request interviews, please contact: 
Alexandra Barlow 
Publicity Manager 
alexandrab@sydneydancecompany.com  
0416 128 282 

mailto:alexandrab@sydneydancecompany.com

