Sydney Dance Company
2019 SEASON DETAILS

50th Anniversary Program

“The history of the Company is in the bodies of
the dancers and the memories of the audience.”
Gideon Obarzanek

Sydney Dance Company’s 50th Anniversary program celebrates the breadth of choreographic
dynamism and diversity with three formidable seasons from four Australian choreographic
powerhouses; Rafael Bonachela, Gabrielle Nankivell, Melanie Lane and Gideon Obarzanek.
Rafael Bonachela, Sydney Dance Company Artistic Director, says, ‘I am delighted to present our
50th Anniversary program. Much is owed to those many artists that have contributed to
Sydney Dance Company in the last 50 years - over 250 dancers, dozens of composers and
designers and the artistic leadership of Suzanne Musitz, Jaap Flier, Graeme Murphy and Tanja
Liedtke.
The cumulative efforts of these artists have been to build a company which has for 50 years,
defined contemporary dance in Australia and offered transformative experiences to audiences
here and around the world.
I have chosen to celebrate this important milestone by commissioning a range of Australian
voices – a tribute and continuance to the extraordinary investment that Sydney Dance
Company has made to the Australian cultural landscape over 5 decades.
It has been a great joy to program my tenth season and I look forward to sharing the stage
with the unique voices that this program encompasses.’
Sydney Dance Company’s 2019 artistic program will present three seasons in Sydney and includes
eight new pieces, along with seasons in Melbourne, Canberra, an extensive 11 stop National Tour
and an International Tour.
SDC’s 2019 Season Launch Images

Season 1 2019
BONACHELA / NANKIVELL / LANE
Sydney Dance Company celebrates 50 years of trailblazing contemporary dance in two unmissable
seasons: the first is a formidable triple bill from Rafael Bonachela, Gabrielle Nankivell and Melanie
Lane, each having carved their own unique style, pushing at the possibilities of movement.
In a season premiering in Sydney before touring nationally, audiences will see three thrilling works
share the stage for the first time.
In the world premiere of Cinco, Rafael Bonachela melds five virtuosic dancers, the award-winning
lighting of Damien Cooper and the imagination and skill of fashion designer Bianca Spender with
celebrated Argentinian composer Alberto Ginastera’s achingly magnificent String Quartet #2.
Gabrielle Nankivell’s Neon Aether, also a premiere, transports dancer and viewer to a vibrant yet
ethereal place beyond the clouds, while Melanie Lane’s 2017 New Breed smash-hit WOOF presents
a post-human world of primal seduction and belonging, driven by a dramatic musical score by
acclaimed British electronic artist Clark.
‘Hugely impressive… WOOF certainly marks out Lane as one to watch.’ Time Out Sydney
‘★★★★ Well worth seeing… Extraordinary… powerful… memorable’ – Sydney Morning Herald
on WOOF
‘WOOF generates variations of collective actions that speak from matters of the heart. In an
imagined physical future, stealing from classical dances, romantic paintings and pop culture,
a re-invention of community takes place.’ – Melanie Lane
Sydney
26 March – 13 April
Roslyn Packer Theatre Walsh Bay
Canberra
2 – 4 May
Canberra Theatre Centre
Melbourne
8 – 11 May
Arts Centre Melbourne
National Tour
16 May – 17 Aug
VIC
16 May: Warragul
18 May: Frankston
22 May: Bendigo
25 May: Mildura
NT
27 July: Darwin
31 July: Alice Springs
3 Aug: Whyalla

SA
8 – 10 Aug: Adelaide
TAS
15 -17 Aug: Hobart

Season 2 2019
Us 50
BONACHELA / OBARZANEK
Roslyn Packer Theatre, Sydney
2 November – 9 November
Sydney Dance Company celebrates 50 years of cutting edge contemporary dance with a thrilling
double bill from Rafael Bonachela and Gideon Obarzanek, choreographers who have, in their unique
ways, defined the art form and helped take Australian dance to the world.
Bonachela and Obarzanek will join forces in 2019 to celebrate a half-century of Sydney Dance
Company in a double bill culminating in Us 50, a grand-scale work by Obarzanek performed by 50
performers made up of past dancers that have graced our stage, current Company dancers, and
members of our community.
“When we speak about 50 years of a dance company we also speak about 50 years of dance
making,” says Obarzanek. “What is made, however, is ephemeral. The dancer’s body… can be
videoed and photographed but dance itself only truly exists when it is danced. So, the history of the
company is stored and transmitted through the bodies of its dancers and collected in the memory of
its audiences.”
Completing the double bill is Bonachela’s award winning 6 Breaths. Since it’s 2010 premiere 6
Breaths has toured to New York, London, Barcelona, the Venice Biennale and the prestigious
Movimentos Festival in Germany. A symphony of dance, music by Italian composer Ezio Bosso and
costume design by Josh Goot, this is an emotive and breathtaking master work.
Join Sydney Dance Company in a celebration of its past, present and future. This is an anniversary
you cannot miss.
‘The curtain-raiser, for six cellos and a piano, is a real beauty. 6 Breaths is an artfully abstract
journey through the cycle of life but based upon breathing. Thoughtful, refined and
musical…’ – The London Times
Season 3 2019
New Breed
Carriageworks, Sydney
28 November – 7 December

In 2019 Sydney Dance Company and Carriageworks continue their commitment to choreographers
and present the next edition of New Breed.
Showcasing a rich diversity of choreographic ideas, the sixth batch of incredibly talented
choreographers will create brand new pieces on members of Sydney Dance Company.
New Breed is made possible by The Balnaves Foundation.
‘★★★★ Full of a wonderful sense of adventure, but also with the choreographic and theatrical
nous to pull off an eclectic and consistently satisfying night of dance.’ – Time Out Sydney on
New Breed
‘★★★★ Nothing short of spectacular’ – The Music on New Breed
International Touring
In June the Company will embark on an extensive European tour to Austria, Finland, Poland and
Spain with Rafael Bonachela’s critically acclaimed ab [intra].
Meaning ‘from within’ in Latin, ab [intra] is “an exploration of our primal instincts, our impulses and our
visceral responses”, says choreographer Rafael Bonachela. From tenderness to turmoil, ab [intra] is
a journey of intense human existence that will command your attention.
‘★★★★ Bold… impressive athleticism and energy… has to be seen to be believed.’
Sydney Morning Herald on ab [intra]
‘★★★★½ A dazzling, electrifying, heartfelt work. Highly recommended.’ Limelight on ab
[intra]
ABOUT SYDNEY DANCE COMPANY

Sydney Dance Company is Australia’s leading contemporary dance company, presenting new works in
Sydney, around Australia and internationally, under the Artistic Direction of Rafael Bonachela. Since 1985
the Company has been resident in purpose-built studios at Pier 4 in Sydney’s Walsh Bay, minutes from the
city’s famed Harbour Bridge. Its studios house the largest public dance class program in Australia,
attracting nearly 80,000 participants each year. A legendary force in contemporary dance in Australia,
Sydney Dance Company will celebrate its 50th year in 2019. More information,
www.sydneydancecompany.com
CHOREOGRAPHER BIOS
RAFAEL BONACHELA
Artistic Director, Sydney Dance Company
Rafael Bonachela was born in Barcelona where he began his early dance training before moving to
London, and in 1992 joined the legendary Rambert Dance Company.

He remained with Rambert as a dancer and Associate Choreographer until 2006 at which time he
successfully set up the Bonachela Dance Company (BDC) to concentrate on the rapid rise of his
choreographic career.
As a choreographer, Rafael has been commissioned to make works for Candoco, George Piper Dances,
ITDANSA Danza Contemporanea de Cuba, Transitions Dance Company and Dance Works Rotterdam
amongst others.
In 2008, he premiered his first full-length production 360° for Sydney Dance Company. Less than six
months later, he was appointed Artistic Director making headlines around the dance world.
Rafael’s vision for the Company embraces a guiding principle that has seen the repertoire grow with the
addition of commissioned dance works from Australian and visiting international guest choreographers.
These premiere works are often programmed alongside his own creations, ensuring diversity for
audiences and providing much sought-after opportunities for his remarkable ensemble of dancers to be
exposed to the work of some of the most in-demand choreographers of our time.
Over the past seven years, Rafael has created numerous dance works for Sydney Dance Company
including we unfold (2009), 6 Breaths (2010), LANDforms (2011), 2 One Another (2012), Project Rameau
(2012), Emergence (2013), Simple Symphony (2013) Les Illuminations (2013), 2 in D Minor (2014),
Scattered Rhymes (2014), Frame of Mind (2015) and Variation 10 (2015).
In addition, he has remounted outstanding repertoire from BDC such as Soledad and Irony of Fate (2010)
and The Land of Yes & The Land of No (2011).
Rafael’s achievements in dance have been widely recognised both within the industry and in the broader
community.

In 2012 he was listed as one of Sydney Magazine’s Top 100 Most Influential People for his efforts to
popularise dance since taking on the job of Artistic Director with Sydney Dance Company and as curator of
Australia’s international festival of contemporary dance, Spring Dance at the Sydney Opera House.
In 2013 he was honored with an Officer’s Cross of the Order of Civil Merit by His Majesty the King of Spain
and was named winner of the dance category for The Monthly’s 2013 Arts Awards.
Rafael’s 2012 work, 2 One Another has won numerous awards including ‘Best Ensemble’ (Green Room
Awards 2012), ‘Outstanding Achievement in Choreography’ (Australian Dance Awards 2013), and
‘Outstanding Performance by a Company’ (Australian Dance Awards 2013).
The 2015 production, Frame of Mind was the winner of all four categories of the 2015 Helpmann Awards
including ‘Best Choreography’, ‘Best Dance Work’, ‘Best Male Dancer’ and ‘Best Female Dancer’
Rafael’s internationally recognised talent has seen him work not only with contemporary dance at the
highest level but also with artists from popular culture. He embraces the opportunity to collaborate on both
dance and cross art-form projects, a philosophy which has seen him work with company’s artists including
singers Kylie Minogue, Tina Turner, Sarah Blasko and Katie Noonan; fashion designers Dion Lee and Toni
Maticevski; visual artists Jennifer Allora and Guillermo Calzadilla (for Revolving Door, 13 Rooms, Kaldor
Project, 2013); and artist Mira Calix (Inside There Falls, Sydney Festival, 2015).
With Sydney Dance Company he has also collaborated with the Australian Chamber Orchestra, Sydney
Symphony Orchestra and Queensland Symphony Orchestra.
In 2016 he premiered Lux Tenebris for Sydney Dance Company’s CounterMove Sydney, also touring to
Canberra, Melbourne, NSW, QLD, NT and WA, as well as the premiere of Anima for Untamed in October
of the same year.

In January 2017, Rafael created Nude Live, a collaboration with the Art Gallery of NSW for Sydney
Festival which was declared a highlight of the festival by Sydney Morning Herald.
Rafael’s critically acclaimed work, Ocho was created in April 2017 as part of the double-bill Orb, alongside
Taiwanese choreographer, Cheng Tsung-lung’s work, Full Moon.
ab [intra] was Rafael’s first full-length work since the epic masterpiece 2 One Another in 2012. ab [intra]
had its world premiere at the Roslyn Packer Theatre in Sydney in May 2018.
In October 2018, Rafael Bonachela’s award-winning Frame of Mind will be brought back to life as part of
a double bill alongside Antony Hamilton’s brand-new work Forever & Ever.
Frame of Mind is set to a dramatic contemporary-classical soundtrack by Bryce Dessner of The
National and will be performed live on stage by the renowned Australian String Quartet.
2018 is Rafael’s 10-year anniversary as Artistic Director of Sydney Dance Company.
Gabrielle Nankivell
Choreographer
Gabrielle Nankivell is an Australian director and performer with formative ties to Europe, working
independently and commissioned by leading dance companies and training institutions.
Gabrielle’s work has been widely presented across Australia, Europe and Asia by Adelaide Festival
Centre, Arts House, Cankarjev Dom (Slovenia), Carriageworks, Esplanade Theatres (Singapore),
Festival d’automne (France), High Fest Yerevan (Armenia), Klapstuk (Belgium), Lyric Theatre (Hong
Kong), Roslyn Packer Theatre, Le Théâtre National de la Danse Chaillot (Paris), Theatre Royal
Hobart, The Joyce (NYC) & The Place (London) amongst others.
Recent commissions include Carbon Field with 40 dancers of the Queensland Ballet and Expressions
Dance Company for QB’s Bespoke 2018, SURGE for Dancenorth as part of Festival 2018 for the
Commonwealth Games, Wildebeest for Sydney Dance Company, nominated for a 2017 Helpmann
Award for ‘Best Choreography in a Ballet, Dance or Physical Theatre Production’, Order of Things
and Focus for Frontier Danceland Singapore and Thorn for Tasdance. Gabrielle also created Scatter
Study: rethrown and Cat Derivé as the 2017 Artist in Residence (Contemporary Dance) at the Hong
Kong Academy of Performing Arts.
Split Second Heroes, her latest, independently produced full-length work, premiered at the Adelaide
Festival Centre in July 2017 receiving an Adelaide Critics Circle Individual Award nomination.
Gabrielle also provides choreography and movement consultancy across stage and film productions.
Recent engagements include State Theatre Company of South Australia’s The Popular Mechanicals,
Windmill Theatre Co’s multi award-winning School Dance and Girl Asleep and internationally
acclaimed Australian feature film Girl Asleep, directed by Rosemary Myers.

As a dancer Gabrielle honed her dance career in Europe performing for Belgian artists Alexander
Baervoets and Ultima Vez/Wim Vandekeybus and collaborating with Jurij Konjar (Slovenia), Raul
Maia (Portugal) and Thomas Steyaert (Belgium). She has also lived and worked in Germany and
Denmark. Since re-connecting with Australia through her own projects Gabrielle has performed with
Australian Dance Theatre, Branch Nebula, Chunky Move/Gideon Obarzanek, Gavin Webber,
Regurgitator, The Farm and Torque Show amongst many others.
Gabrielle has been awarded several coveted international choreographic residencies and is the
recipient of the Marten Bequest Travelling Scholarship, two Impulstanz Vienna DanceWEB
Scholarships, the inaugural Keith Bain Choreographic Travel Fellowship and the 2015 Tanja Liedtke
Fellowship.

Melanie Lane
Choreographer
Melanie Lane is an Australian choreographer and performer. Based in Europe from 2000–2014,
Melanie worked with artists such as Arco Renz, Club Guy and Roni, and Tino Seghal performing
internationally.
In Australia Melanie has performed with Lucy Guerin Inc., Antony Hamilton Projects, Chunky Move
and has collaborated with artists such as UK music producer Clark, visual artist Bridie Lunney and
video artist Amos Gebhardt.
In 2015, Melanie was appointed resident director at Lucy Guerin Inc. and has created new works for
Chunky Move (2016) and Sydney Dance Company (2017). In 2018 Melanie was choreographer for
the English National Opera’s ‘Salome’ directed by Adena Jacobs.
Melanie has established a repertory of works presenting in international festivals and venues such as
Tanz im August, Uzes Danse Festival, Arts House Melbourne, O Espaco do Tempo, Festival Antigel,
Dance Massive and HAU Hebbel am Ufer Berlin. She has been artist in residence at Dock 11 Berlin,
Tanzwerkstatt Berlin and Schauspielhaus Leipzig.
Melanie was a 2017 Helpmann award nominee and Green Room Award nominee for ‘Best female
dancer’ in Lucy Guerin’s Split and received the Leipziger Bewegungskunstpreis 2018 for her
choreographic work Wonderwomen.
Melanie was the 2018 recipient of the Keir Choreographic Award for her work Personal Effigies
presented at Carriageworks.
Gideon Obarzanek
Choreographer
Gideon Obarzanek is a director and choreographer. He is also an Artistic Associate with the Melbourne
Festival, Chair of the Melbourne Fringe Festival and board member of Critical Path – choreographic
research centre based in Sydney.
Gideon founded dance company Chunky Move in 1995 and was CEO and Artistic Director until 2012. His

works for Chunky Move have been diverse in form and content including stage productions, installations,
site-specific works, participatory events and film. These have been performed in many festivals and
theatres around the world including Edinburgh International, BAM Next Wave NY, Venice Biennale,
Southbank London, Territoria Festival Moscow and all major Australian performing arts festivals.
In 2013 Gideon was a resident artist at the Sydney Theatre Company where he wrote and directed his first
play ‘I Want to Dance Better at Parties’. He later co wrote and directed a documentary screen version
with Mathew Bate winning the 2014 Sydney Film Festival Dendy Award.
In 2014, Gideon choreographed a new work for Sydney Dance Company’s Interplay. Created in
collaboration with actor/writer/dramaturg David Woods, L’Chaim! (‘to life!’ in Hebrew and Yiddish) is a
playful and epic piece showcasing Gideon’s genius for choreographing movement on a grand scale.
Gideon recently created a new work for the Australian Ballet’s fiftieth anniversary season. He is a recipient
of an Australian Creative Fellowship working with theatre, dance and documentary filmmakers to develop
projects with simultaneous live and broadcast outcomes.

Awards include ‘Best Short Documentary’ for Dance Like Your Old Man at the 2007 Melbourne
International Film Festival, 2008 Flickerfest International Film Festival and the 2008 Cinedans Film Festival
in Amsterdam. In collaboration with Lucy Guerin and Michael Kantor, Gideon has also received a New
York Bessie award for outstanding choreography and creation for Chunky Move’s production of Tense
Dave. In 2008 he received two Australian Helpmann Awards for Glow and Mortal Engine.
Gideon Obarzanek is a director, choreographer and performing arts curator. He was Artistic
Associate with the Melbourne Festival, 2015-17, co-curator for XO State at the inaugural Asia Pacific
Triennial of Performing Arts (Asia TOPA) 2015-17, and is currently Chair of the Melbourne Fringe
Festival.
Gideon founded dance company Chunky Move in 1995 and was CEO and Artistic Director until
2012. His works for Chunky Move have been diverse in form and content including stage
productions, installations, site-specific works, participatory events and film. These have been
performed in many festivals and theatres around the world including Edinburgh International, BAM
Next Wave NY, Venice Dance Biennale, Southbank London and all major Australian performing arts
festivals.
In 2013 Gideon was a resident artist at the Sydney Theatre Company where he wrote and directed
his first play ‘I Want to Dance Better at Parties’. He later co-wrote and directed a documentary screen
version with Mathew Bate winning the 2014 Sydney Film Festival Dendy Award.
Recent creations include ‘There’s Definitely a Prince Involved’ for the Australian Ballet, ‘L’Chaim’ for
the Sydney Dance Company and ‘Stuck in the Middle With You’ the first Virtual Reality film
commissioned by the Australian Centre of Moving Image. In 2017 Gideon co-created ‘Attractor’ with
fellow choreographer Lucy Guerin, commissioned by Dancenorth Australia and co-produced by Asia
TOPA, WOMADelaide and Brisbane Festival. He stage-directed ‘Bangsokol – A requiem for
Cambodia’ which premiered at the 2017 Melbourne Festival and later at BAM Next Wave Festival,
New York. In 2018 Gideon directed, ‘One Infinity’, a collaboration between Chinese music ensemble,
Jun Tian Fang, musician Genevieve Lacey, Beijing Dance Theatre & Dancenorth Australia for
Melbourne, Sydney and Perth festivals.
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